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A Groundbreaking Year and Busy Summer of Construction to Follow 
 

Thanks to voter approval of the February 2015 bond, this has been a very busy but exciting year of focusing on        
improving and expanding school facilities to better serve Snoqualmie Valley students.  Activities involved in-depth 
planning for the Mount Si High School rebuild; constructing a new school, Timber Ridge Elementary, to be ready for 
students by fall 2016; district-wide boundary changes to balance student enrollment and staffing reassignments to 
prepare for the upcoming transition from five to six elementary schools;  
and other improvement projects at schools across the District. 
 
Groundbreaking ceremonies on June 8, 
celebrated the launch of construction 
this summer on two important projects.   
 
At right, students joined School Board 
members to break ground on the new 
Snoqualmie Elementary gymnasium, 
which will be completed by January, 
2017.   
 

Also, the community was invited to 
Mount Si High School’s Groundbreaking Ceremony          
to honor the school’s past and celebrate its future.        
Construction begins this summer and  is slated to be     
completed by fall of 2019.   

Full stories about 
these events,    
including more 
photos and        
designs for both 
projects, are        
among the district  
website headlines.   
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District Leadership 

Superintendent  
Joel Aune 

 

End-of-Year Message from the Superintendent 
 

Dear Families and Friends of the Snoqualmie Valley School District,   

As the 2015-16 school year came to a close last month, we celebrated the              
accomplishments of our students and the great work of the staff.  This edition of   
the Snoqualmie Valley School District Newsletter captures just a few examples of  
the achievements of our students, the accomplishments of our staff, and the        
exciting work occurring throughout our school district.   

In perusing this publication, I believe you will gain a strong sense of the positive   
energy that is present in our schools.  This is a time of exciting change in our district, as a new elementary 
school comes on line and construction commences on a full rebuild of Mount Si High School.  Our teachers 
and administrators are doing some remarkable and innovative work with the students in our schools, and 
achievement continues to be on the rise. 

At the same time, we are committed to ongoing improvement.  The update of the District’s strategic plan 
for 2016-17 was approved by the Board on June 23rd.  As in the past, next year’s plan articulates an         
ambitious vision, with initiatives and strategies aimed at further improving the school experience for our 
students. 

None of this would be possible without the enthusiastic support of parents and the community at-large.  
On behalf of the staff and the students, we thank you for that support and look forward to all that will be 
accomplished in the future, here in the Snoqualmie Valley School District. 

I hope you experience a most enjoyable summer. 

Best Regards, 

2016 Snoqualmie Valley  
School Board Directors: 

 
 

Marci Busby 
Geoff Doy 

Tavish MacLean 
Dan Popp 

Carolyn Simpson 
 
 
 

The public is always welcome to School 
Board meetings, which are typically held 
every other Thursday at 6:30 p.m., at  
Snoqualmie City Hall. For information 
regarding the School Board, visit the 
district website at: www.svsd410.org. 
Select District Information, then School 
Board, for meeting dates, agendas and 
materials; minutes and podcasts of past 
meetings; director contact information; 
and district policies. 

 

Thank You to All PTSA and School Volunteers 

The District is grateful for the amazing support it receives from 
volunteers throughout schools and the Parent Teacher Student 
Associations (PTSAs) which organize events for families, support 
for classrooms, and enrichment opportunities for students.   
During 2015-16, volunteers logged nearly 33,000 hours of      
volunteer service in Snoqualmie Valley schools.  PTSA groups 
collectively raised more than $315,575 in donations to supple-

ment school activities and resources.  Our schools thank you! 
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Terrific Teaching & Learning 

Four Snoqualmie Valley Schools Earn Washington Achievement Awards  

Four Snoqualmie Valley schools earned 2015 Washington          
Achievement Awards this spring.  This award from the State Board     
of Education and Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction        
recognizes the top performing schools in Washington State, based     
on assessment data from the three previous years. 
 

 Fall City Elementary School — English Language Arts Growth 
 Opstad Elementary School — High Progress 

 Snoqualmie Elementary School — High Progress 
 Twin Falls Middle School — High Progress  

Outstanding SVSD Educators Recognized  
 

Mount Si High School Life Skills teacher Gerard Cline (right)    
was named 2015-16 Outstanding Educator by the MSHS PTSA.  

Mount Si Computer Science teacher and Robotics advisor,     
Kyle Warren, received the University of Washington’s        
Computer Science and Engineering Inspirational Teacher award.   

Chief Kanim Physical Education teacher, Tony Schlotfeldt, was 
named the 2016 Middle School P.E. Teacher of the Year by 
SHAPE Washington. 

Cascade View Elementary Principal Ray Wilson received the Outstanding Educator award from the CVES PTSA. 

Chief Kanim Middle School Principal Kirk Dunckel was awarded a Professional Legacy Rise & Shine award from the 
Snoqualmie Valley Community Network. 

Mount Si High School Associate Principal Greg Hart was recognized by the Washington Interscholastic Activities   
Association (WIAA) for his extraordinary (26-year) role as Athletic Director. 

The Snoqualmie Valley School Foundation’s 2016 Educators of the Year (pictured below) were:  Ingrid Garhart, 
Speech and Language assistant; Nikita Armbruster, Snoqualmie Elementary 3rd grade teacher; Alexandra Clark,   
Parent Partnership Program K-10 teacher; and Karen Rockow, Mount Si High School Special Education teacher. 

Mount Si Named on Best High School List 
 

US News & World Report magazine named 
Mount Si High School on its 2016 Best High 
School list, as well as awarded the school a 
Silver Medal.  This is the 4th consecutive 
year Mount Si has made the national list, 
based on math, reading and college readiness criteria.  
 

The national publication ranked Mount Si 17th out of 477 
high schools reviewed in Washington State.  On a national 
basis, Mount Si was ranked 1214th out of more than 
21,000 public high schools considered this year.  

 

2016 Spring Schools Foundation Luncheon  
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Class of 2016 Graduates 

Photo by Mary Miller 

Congratulations Class of 2016!  
 

In June, 404 seniors in the Class of 2016 earned their high school  
diplomas from the Snoqualmie Valley School District — 383 students         
graduated from Mount Si High School (pictured in red) and 21     
graduated from Two Rivers School (shown in blue). Below are just 
some of the highlights shared by Principal John Belcher at Mount Si 
High School’s 72nd graduation ceremony on June 10, where most 
graduates sported rain ponchos for the occasion.  

 185 graduates (48% of the class) earned special stoles or cords to wear at graduation for their academic excellence:  
gold stoles signified those who earned a 3.8+ grade point average (GPA); gold cords represented a 3.5 GPA or 
above; and silver cords achieved at least a 3.2 GPA. 

 90 seniors received the Washington State Honors Award for placing in the top 10% of seniors across the state.  

 19 students in the top 5% of the state’s senior class received the Washington State Principal's Scholar Award. 

 Valedictorian James “Jimmy” Jacobson earned the highest GPA in the class, 3.986, while Salutatorian Eleanor 
“Nellie” Evans Joselyn had the second highest GPA, 3.97.  This distinction earned both seniors the honor to speak 
at the ceremony. 

 6 seniors from the Class of 2016 earned National Merit Achievement Scholar awards, one of the highest academic 
honors in the United States, based on PSAT scores.  Commended Scholars included:  Abigail Bateman,                      
Jimmy Jacobson, Hayden Kajercline and Ruary Thompson.  Emilie Reitz is a National Merit Semi-Finalist and         
Dana Korssjoen is a National Merit Finalist.  

 $11.4 million in scholarships were awarded this year—$50,000 of which came from local scholarships.   

 

Find more graduation highlights, a slide show of photos,          
and video of the ceremony on the district website. 
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Mount Si High School Highlights 

 

 For the 6
th 

year in a row, Mount Si High School earned the prestigious Advanced Placement (AP) Honor 
Roll from the College Board—for increasing both participation in college-level AP courses AND student 
performance on AP exams. Snoqualmie Valley was the only school district in Washington State (out of 
295)—and one of only five districts in the nation— to earn this distinction for six consecutive years. 

 This year 400 students took at least one AP exam, accepting the challenge of rigorous college-level 
coursework in high school.  Of those students, 127 were seniors from the Class of 2016. 

 10 students were praised for outstanding attendance throughout all four years of high school. 

 19 seniors earned their Associate of Arts and Science degrees through the Running Start    
program at Bellevue College at the same time they earned their Mount Si diplomas. They will 
be able to enter college as juniors next fall. 

 6 seniors have enlisted into military service with the U.S. Army (1), Marines (2), Navy (1) and 
U.S. Coast Guard (2).  

 Seniors Abby Gunning and Reid Lutz received the Wildcat Senior-of the-Year award from 
Mount Si staff for modeling integrity, pride, leadership, school spirit and service to the school. 

 Among 383 Mount Si graduates, 68% of the class plans to attend a 4-year institution; 21% will attend a 2-year college; 6 are 
going into the military; 6 are participating in apprenticeship programs; 8 students are taking a gap year or mission trip before 
resuming their education; and 4% are undecided or entering the world of work. This equates to a 15% increase in the            
college-bound students over last year.  

 In sports, 51 senior athletes earned a 3.5 GPA or higher. Both Boys and Girls Cross Country teams qualified for state and the 
girls team finished 3rd in state; Boys Baseball won the league and KingCo 4A championship; and the Red Team cheerleaders   
were state champions again. 14 seniors qualified for 4A KingCo State  
competition in individual sports; 8 were named to All-League Teams;  
and 5 seniors earned athletic scholarships to play in college.  

 Seniors Dana Korssjoen and Ruary Thompson competed at Nationals         
in Speech and Debate at the Kentucky Tournament of Champions. 

 And, for a third year in row, Mount Si’s Jazz I Band was selected among 
the top 15 high school jazz bands in the country to perform at the        
prestigious Essentially Ellington Jazz Competition in New York City.   

Rick Ehrenberg Photography 
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Update on Capital Projects 

Thank You Again, Snoqualmie Valley Voters, for Investing in Schools 
 

In February 2015, Snoqualmie Valley voters approved a school bond measure to improve existing schools 
and help ensure there is ample space to serve the growing student population. Thanks to this investment, 
the District is implementing plans to: 

 Construct a 6th elementary school;  

 Rebuild and expand Mount Si High School; and reinstate a third middle school;  
 Make district-wide facility improvements to existing schools. 

 

In addition to the Groundbreaking events described on page 1 — launching construction of the Mount Si 
High School Rebuild and Snoqualmie Elementary gymnasium — pages 6-7 highlight other capital projects 
in the District, making for an extraordinary summer of building activity.  

Timber Ridge Elementary School Getting Ready to Open this Fall 
 
In order to open the new elementary school by the fall of 2016, work on this project began immediately   
following passage of the school bond in February, 2015.    
 

Despite record rainfall last winter, construction has             
persevered at an impressive pace, and the school remains on 
track to open for students this fall.  Throughout this project, 
updates have been posted on the District website under the 
Facility Planning and Construction link.  Select New             
Elementary School for status reports with photos detailing 
activity, plus aerial photography and videos created by  
Mount Si film students operating a camera-equipped drone.   
 

During the past year, important programming activities   
have taken place to prepare for opening the new school.        
A boundary review study concluded last fall, redefining attendance lines for all elementary schools in order 
to balance student enrollment and services among schools starting 2016-17.  Community members were 
invited to submit school name suggestions from which the School Board ultimately selected Timber Ridge 
Elementary School (TRES).  Principal Amy Wright, who just wrapped up the year at Opstad Elementary,    
was the first staff member hired to lead the school.  Other staffing        
assignments have followed this spring.  A PTSA has been formed, with 
generous support from parents at other schools.   
 

Most recently, the Timber 
Ridge Elementary staff has 
been working to select the 
school colors and create a  
logo (left).  Timber Ridge   
students will be part of the 
process to choose the 
school mascot after school 
starts this fall. 

  Save the Date...  
 

Timber Ridge  
Elementary School  

Community  
Open House  

 
September 8, 2016 

6:30 p.m. 
 

All are invited.  

Photo from June 1, 2016 
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Facility Planning & Construction  

District and Youth Soccer Association Partner on CKMS Field Improvements  
 

The Snoqualmie Valley School District and the Snoqualmie Valley Youth Soccer Association (SnVYSA) are             
partnering to make improvements to the Chief Kanim Middle School sports field, located at the front of the    
school inside the track.   Discussions began over a year ago when the soccer association contacted the District  
after the bond had been approved by voters.  To complement the $200,000 in the bond originally earmarked for  
re-sodding, they proposed a $1 million donation to create a resource that would benefit students, the community 
and youth recreation for years to come.  The School District will use impact fees to fund the remainder of the    
project. 
 

The enhanced improvements to the field, made possible by this partnership, will involve replacing the sod          
surface with artificial turf and lighting — making the fields playable year-round.  The field will be designed to       
accommodate several sports including soccer, lacrosse and football.  While turf fields require a 
larger upfront investment, they have longer life spans than sod fields, reduce costs associated 
with grass maintenance and watering, and provide significant improvements to use, safety and 
accessibility for students and the community.  
 

The field conversion will take place this summer and be ready for use in September, 2016. 

District-wide Improvements  
 

The District works to take full advantage of the summer 
break — a time that minimizes disruption to students 
and staff — for asset preservation work and                  
improvement projects throughout the District.   
 

Bond-related projects planned for summer 2016:  
 SES gym construction 
 Safety and security enhancements:  CKMS, FCES, 

NBES, OES, SES, TFMS, TRS 
 CKMS sports field turf and lighting  (see below) 
 Begin MSHS site preparation: relocating portables    

to Freshman Campus, adding temporary parking, and 
moving main entrance and bus access to back side of 
building (to begin prepping front lot areas for site 
work) 

 

Bond projects completed to date include: 
 Roofing:  NBES 
 Boilers:  SES 

 Fire alarm systems:  FCES, NBES 
 Painting/weatherization:  FCES, OES, SES 

 ULID transfer fee payment 
 Safety and security enhancements:  MSHS-FC, CVES 

 
An estimated timeline for all District-wide Improvements  
can be found on the Facilities Planning & Construction link. 

For more information 
about progress being 
made toward the 2015 
bond projects, regular 
updates are posted on 
the district website at: 

www.svsd410.org. 

 

ALL SVSD Schools to Receive New 
Safety and Security Enhancements  
 

New security systems are being installed in all 
Snoqualmie Valley schools, as part of the safety 
and security upgrade provision in the 2015 bond.  
Since last summer, the Mount Si Freshman Campus 
has been piloting a new system that was designed 
to integrate multiple security functions throughout 
the school buildings.  Features include:  improved 
cameras, visitor management system, clocks with 
text alert capabilities, and new electronic access 
controls for the doors.  Over Spring Break, the     
upgrades were added at Cascade View Elementary 
School.  Summer work will focus on installing the 
safety and security enhancements at the remaining 
schools in the District.  The system will be built  
into the newly  constructed schools (Timber Ridge 
Elementary and Mount Si High School) as well.   
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School Highlights 

Transition Learning Center Celebrates 4 Students 
 

District’s Stewardship 
Earns Exemplary 

State Audit 
 

For 11 consecutive years, the     
District has earned a “clean” 
audit from the State Auditor, 
following a thorough annual      
review of the District’s financial 
accountability and compliance 
with district policies and state 
and federal laws. Kudos to the 
Business Services team and 
school financial secretaries. 

A special ceremony 
was held June 9 to 
honor four students 
who completed the 
District’s Transition 
Learning Center (TLC) 
program, for students 
ages 18-21.    
 

Best wishes to         
Alexandria Havas,  
Brian Johnson,         
Nikki Winter and 
James Gendro. 

North Bend Elementary Wins Battle 
of the Books District Championship  

Congratulations to Calvin Cole, Abby Alexander, Clara Eide and 
Riley Miller, who comprised the “Winner$” reading team from 
North Bend Elementary, pictured at right with Coach   Megan 
Burch.  They won the 2016 Battle of the Books        Champion-
ship on April 29, after a close contest that came down to the 
final question of a tie-breaker round with the Fall City Elemen-
tary team. This is the third year that NBES students retained 
the title and coveted trophy for their school. 

Students who want to participate next year in this fun      
reading tradition can start reading this summer from the 
booklist that elementary librarians have posted online. 

Cascade View Parents Share a Variety of Occupations During Career Fairs 
 

Cascade View Elementary hosted two Career Fairs: for grades K-2 and    
3-5.  A total of 27 parents shared information about their careers — 
what they do every day, the education and experience required, and 
other interesting facts about their professions.  Students were able to 
rotate around to hear three different presentations.  There was a     
banker, entrepreneur, author, landscape architect, firefighter, police 
officer, pastor, event planner, lawyer, community volunteer, nurse,    
personal assistant, real estate broker and an educational consultant.  
Marketing, technology, environmental sustainability, electric utilities, 
and research science careers were also represented.  The events were 
preceded by classroom lessons about careers so that students would 
begin thinking about their own interests. The goal was two-fold: to     
expose students to a wide variety of career possibilities, and to invite 
parents in to be a part of their students’ learning and future planning.  
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Community Connections 

 

Celebrating  
Retirees  

 

Congratulations to 21 school staff 
members who retired this year: 
 

 Cheryl Bachelder, OES Secretary  
 Nancy Byrnes, NBES Teacher  

 Beth Castle, CKMS Administrator 

 Jean Christensen, CKMS Secretary  

 Dave Cruz, CKMS Teacher  

 Jan Duran, Bus Driver 

 Jan Formisano, Title 1/LAP Specialist 

 Dave Johnson, Bus Driver 

 Mary-Lee Johnson, NBES Teacher 

 Gail Key, MSHS Teacher 

 Carol Kinnie, SES Paraeducator 

 Toni Littlejohn, Bus Driver 

 Susie Martin, TFMS Teacher 

 Heather Meuli, MSHS Paraeducator  

 Chris Ratcliffe, CKMS Counselor  

 Bruce Robinson, Bus Driver 

 Greg Rutledge, SES Custodian  
 Nancy Tyrholm, CKMS Teacher  
 George Warren, TFMS Teacher  

 Cindy Wilson, MSHS Administrator 
 Diane Wilson, CKMS Teacher 

 

The District is grateful for their role  
in helping hundreds of Snoqualmie 
Valley children learn and grow! 

Schools Foundation Makes $80,000 Donation  
 

Last month, the Snoqualmie Valley Schools Foundation presented a check 

for $80,000 to help fund district-wide initiatives at all SVSD schools.   
 

This generous donation, raised during the Spring Fundraising Luncheon in 
March, will help support the following initiatives in 2016-17: 

 AVID College and Career Readiness program (grades 6-12)         
 Math Support for elementary and middle school students (K-8) 
 Elementary Reading Support (K-5) 
 Mental Health Outreach/Education 

 

In the fall, the Schools Foundation will raise funds to support classroom 
innovation grants for Snoqualmie Valley teachers and students.  To learn 
more or make a donation, visit www.SVSFoundation.org. 

Snoqualmie Valley 
Schools Foundation 

President Lorraine 
Thurston and     

Treasurer Chantal 
LeBlanc presented    

the donation check 
on June 6 to  

Superintendent  
Joel Aune. 

District and Teachers Collective Bargaining Progress 
 

Since February, the District and Snoqualmie Valley Education Association 
(SVEA) have devoted over 80 hours on negotiating a new teacher’s       
contract.  At the time this issue went to press (late June), the Bargaining 
Team reported they had reached agreement on a financial compensation 
package for the next three years, and approved 19 contract changes and 
additions.  The Bargaining Team will meet again August 8 to finalize some 
details of the contract language.    

 
Then on August 23rd, SVEA   
membership will meet to 
vote on the contract that    
is being recommended by 
the Bargaining Team.  After    
ratification, the 2016-2019 
collective bargaining     
agreement will be             
presented to the School 
Board at their next     
meeting for approval.  

Three SVSD Schools Reach 
Level 4 Green School Status 
 

Congratulations to North Bend     
Elementary, Snoqualmie Elemen- 
tary and Two Rivers School students 
and staff whose efforts to reduce, 
reuse, and recycle have made each   

a Sustaining Green School. In 

May, the King County Green Schools    
Program recognized the schools     
for reaching Level 4 status for their   
ongoing environmental education 
and conversation efforts.  

 

Special thanks to the teachers and        
administrators who served on the        

Bargaining Team. 



 

 10 

  
Sn

o
q

u
al

m
ie

 V
al

le
y 

Sc
h

o
o

l D
is

tr
ic

t 
News from our Schools  

School Drama Productions Showcase Song, Dance and Mystery 
 

This spring, both Snoqualmie Valley middle schools presented impressive musicals that engaged hundreds 
of students with bright set designs, colorful costumes, creative choreography, catchy tunes, and humorous 
dialog. Two Rivers students also partnered with Valley Center Stage in North Bend to present a murder 
mystery that was written by the students.   

 

  Chief Kanim Middle School:  Legally Blonde Jr. 

The community is always welcome to drama productions at Snoqualmie Valley schools.   
Check E-Flyers on the District website for flyers about school-sponsored events for the community as 
well as community-sponsored events for families and children. 

Free Summer Meals for Kids & Teens at Snoqualmie Valley Food Bank 
 

The Summer Meals for Kids and Teens program is serving local families through 
the Snoqualmie Valley Food Bank this summer, from June 22—August 24.          
Located at 122 East 3rd Street, North Bend, WA  98045, the food bank is open 
Wednesdays, 11 a.m.—2 p.m. The program is open to all children 18 and younger, 
with no enrollment, and no cost.  For other locations, call 1-866-348-6479. 

 

Two Rivers School:  Case 906 Twin Fall Middle School:  Guys and Dolls  
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Mount Si High School: 
 

Mount Si Main Campus:  

8651 Meadowbrook Way SE        

Snoqualmie, WA  98065                             

   John Belcher, Principal                           

   Greg Hart, Associate Principal                  

   Jerry Maher, Assistant Principal 

   Rhonda Schmidt, Assistant Principal 

   Ray Wilson, Assistant Principal 

   Vernie Newell, Freshman Campus- 

   Associate Principal 
  

District Administration Office:         www.svsd410.org         
8001 Silva Ave. S.E.                 phone: 425-831-8000 
P.O. Box 400               fax: 425-831-8040 

Snoqualmie, WA  98065               

  Joel Aune, Superintendent                   425-831-8007 

Jeff Hogan, Asst. Supt. Teaching and Learning          425-831-8019 

Ryan Stokes, Asst. Supt. Finance and Operations     425-831-8011 

Nancy Meeks, Exec. Director of Student Services      425-831-8015 

Ruth Moen, Exec. Director of Secondary Education   425-831-8018 

Dan Schlotfeldt, Exec. Dir. of Elementary Education  425-831-8018 

Beverly Root, Director of Personnel              425-831-8000 

Jim Garhart, Director of Transportation              425-831-8020 

Bill Davis, Director of Operations                              425-831-8005 

Pam Chambers, Director of Food Services                  425-831-8009 

Carolyn Malcolm, Public Information Officer               425-831-8423 

           Sign up for E-News for updates from the District and schools. 

 

Learn more about Snoqualmie Valley Schools at:  www.svsd410.org. 

   

Strategic Planning with Community Input 

Elementary Schools: 
 

Cascade View Elementary  

425-831-4100 

34816 SE Ridge St.  

Snoqualmie, WA  98065 

   Jim Frazier, Principal 
 

Fall City Elementary  

425-831-4000 

33314 SE 42nd 

Fall City, WA  98024 

   Monica Phillips, Principal 
 

North Bend Elementary  

425-831-8400 

400 E. 3rd Street  

North Bend, WA  98045 

   Stephanie Shepherd, Princ. 
 

Opstad Elementary   

425-831-8300 

1345 Stilson Ave. SE 

North Bend, WA  98045 

   Ryan Hill, Principal 
 

Snoqualmie Elementary  

425-831-8050 

39801 SE Park St.  

Snoqualmie, WA  98065 

   John Norberg, Principal 
 

Timber Ridge Elementary  

34412 SE Swenson Dr. 

Snoqualmie, WA  98065 

   Amy Wright, Principal 

Upcoming 2016-17 Snoqualmie Valley School District Directory 

Middle Schools: 
 

Chief Kanim Middle School  

425-831-8225 

32627 Redmond-Fall City Rd.  

P.O. Box 639  

Fall City, WA  98024 

  Michelle Trifunovic, Principal 

  Mark Allen, Assistant Principal 
 

Twin Falls Middle School  

425-831-4150 

46910 SE Middle Fork Road 

North Bend, WA  98045 

  Jeff D’Ambrosio, Principal 

  Megan Botulinski, Asst. Principal  
 

Alternative Programs: 
 

Two Rivers School             

425-831-4200 

330 Ballarat Ave. N.  

North Bend, WA  98045 

   Amy Montanye-Johnson, Principal 
 

Parent Partnership Program   

425-831-8214 

   Alexandra Clark, Program Coord. 
 

Mount Si Online Academy     

425-831-4217 

  Bev Weller, Program Secretary 

Thoughtexchange Community Engagement    
 

This spring, the District initiated another Thoughtexchange     
engagement activity to solicit input from parents, staff, high 
school students, and community members on what they think     
is working well in SVSD schools, and where there is room for   
improvement.  1,608 people participated, sharing 4,188 
thoughts, and assigning more than 145,975 stars to the ideas 
they valued most.  The priorities and perceptions that emerged 
are helping to guide school improvement and district strategic 
planning for the 2016-17 school year.  Thanks to all who           
participated and shared their thoughts. 
 
 
 
 
 

Find detailed results from this activity posted on the District 
website (www.svsd410.org), via the Thoughtexchange Discover 
image. The 2016-17 District Strategic Plan is also posted online.  

  End-of-Year School Celebrations 

Snoqualmie Valley schools host festivities    
to celebrate the end of the year with their 
students, staff and parents. Opstad Elemen-
tary students (above) enjoyed their field day 
and friendships. 

 

Main office: 425-831-8100 

Attendance: 425-831-8200 

Counseling: 425-831-8150 

           

Mount Si Freshman Campus:   

9200 Railroad Ave. SE 

Snoqualmie, WA  98065 

Freshman C: 425-831-8450 

http://www.svsd410.org/Page/3956
http://svsd410b.thoughtexchange.com/welcome/
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2015-16 Spring/Summer District Newsletter  
 

www.svsd410.org                                                  

Snoqualmie Valley School District  
 

Mission:  to educate all Snoqualmie Valley children to prepare them for college, career, and citizenship. 
 

Vision:  to become the best school district in Washington State by any measure. 

Fall City Students Problem Solve the “Great Pacific Garbage Patch” 
 

Two classes at Fall City Elementary School collaborated on a project this month 
called: The Great Pacific Garbage Patch.  Mrs. Myers’ 1st grade and Mrs. 
Macvean’s 5th grade classes learned about marine debris in the Pacific Ocean. 
In this lesson, students were given their own mini “ocean,” which was polluted 
with debris, oil and plastic. They were tasked to design a device/contraption 
that could be used to clean up the pollution in the ocean, using a variety of  
materials and their collective wisdom.  
 

“The thinking and learning was incredible as students came up with some       
inventive ideas to remove as much debris as possible.  The most inspiring part,    
beyond watching the interactions between our first and fifth grade students,  
was the environmental awareness this activity sparked,” said Fall City               
Elementary Principal Monica Phillips. “We have some creative and passionate 
scientists on our hands!” 
 

 The young environmentalists share their lessons learned: 

 
 

 

Back-to-school Information  
will be posted on the district website 
at: www.svsd410.org.      

 
Watch for important dates in August, school supply 

lists, immunization requirements, physical forms,   
bus routes, school lunch menus and more.  

 

 

“I have been inspired to reduce,  
reuse, and recycle and to not just 
throw things on the ground. It not 
only is littering, but it affects much 
more than that, like animals and 
water. We have been so careless for 
so many years that we have created 
a problem that we may not be able 
to fix." - Hailey 

“I learned that bigger plastic parts are 
easier to remove, but smaller pieces 
and liquids are harder to remove.”         
- Brianna 
 

“I learned how people have destroyed 
the ocean and how to stop it. I will  
never throw away plastic, but instead 
recycle it.”- Nolan 
 
"I learned that the great pacific        
garbage patch is so big, we need    
more than one hand to help." - Roslyn 

“I learned that using a cup and a lot of 
coffee filters with holes on the bottom 
of the cup would prevent the garbage 
and some of the oil from reentering the 
ocean.” - Joe 
 

“I was inspired to help this cause when  
I saw all the pictures of sea creatures 
stuck in plastic. There was one picture 
of a turtle whose shell was squeezed by 
a plastic ring. My heart dropped.” - Liz 


